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The I. Q. is claimed by a large number of educators, psychologists, psychiatrists, sociologists and social workers to be the measurement of intelligence par excellence. On the other hand, there is a large group of psychologists who hold mental reservations regarding the validity of mental tests as a present constructed and administered. Thomas says, "Mental capacity and growth can be measured only indirectly, and the meaning of the results obtained becomes a matter of great controversy. There is no general agreement as to the nature of intelligence and there is no scientific way of checking whether the empirically determined tests measu~re what their sponsors claim."1 2 Nevertheless, mental testing is the only method of measuring intelligence yet devised and its use seems inevitable until more accurate techniques are evolved for the measurement of intellectual abilities and capacities.
With this consideration in mind as to the general nature of mental tests, the I. Qs. of 492 delinquent boys committed to the Wisconsin Industrial School may be examined to see what relation exists, if any, between delinquency, mental abnormality and mental defect. This investigation may be facilitated by a comparison with other groups of juvenile delinquents, children of dependent families and normal children. Table 3 is a comparison between the boy and the girl delinquent groups in respect to I. Q. Approximately, 60% of the girls have an I. Q. below 80, whereas only 50% of the boys have such an I. Q. rating. Almost 85% of the girls have an I. Q. below 90 and slightly over 70% of the boys have an I. Q. below normal. The mode for the girl delinquent group falls in the 66-75 interval, while the mode for the boy delinquent group falls in the 76-85 interval. Both groups have a tendency toward mental dullness and mental defect, but the girls lead in this direction by a little over 13%. Table 5 . Table 6 shows that there is a descending scale of I. Q. percentages between delinquent, dependent and non-delinquent groups of children for I. Qs. below normal and an ascending scale for I. Qs. normal or above.
The data of the preceding tables is presented in a somewhat different form in Table 7 , which is a comparison of the chronological and mental age levels of 408 cases of delinquent boys. The mean chronological age is 14 years and the mean mental age is 10.6 years. Approximately 25% of the boys have a mental age of 10 years. Using the year 12 as a dividing line, it is interesting to note that although 80.3% of the cases have a chronological age above 12 years, nevertheless, 84% of the cases have a mental age of 12 years and below. In other words, the mental age level lags behind the chronological age level to a very considerable degree. 
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From the foregoing statistical analysis, some conclusions regarding the intelligence of boy delinquents in Wisconsin may be made. This group is decidedly mentally defective with over 70% of the cases having an I. Q. below normal. The modal group is composed of "borderline cases." Wisconsin girl delinquents in the Lumpkin study are even more mentally defective than the boys with approximately 85% of the cases having an I. Q. below normal. If mental tests as given to Wisconsin boy and girl delinquents by the Psychiatric Service of the State Board of Control are properly administered and give a true measure of intelligence of juvenile delinquents in Wisconsin, the inference is clear that the juvenile courts of the state committed 70% of the boy delinquents and 85% of the girl delinquents in these two studies to the wrong type of institution-that is they should have been sentenced to an institution for the feeble-minded. *')ata based on Table 7 .
In a comparison with Terman's 905 unselected children it appears that approximately 65% of the boy delinquent group have an I. Q. below 85, whereas only 11% of the non-delinquent group have an I. Q. rating below that figure. Further, the mode in the Terman group falls In the 96-105 interval and in the 76-85 interval among the boy delinquent group.
In a comparison of the Wisconsin boy and girl delinquents with three groups of children of dependent families and Terman's 905 unselected children, it appears that there is a descending scale of I. Q. percentages between delinquent, dependent and non-delinquent groups of children for I. Qs. below normal and an ascending scale of I. Qs. for normal or above.
The mean chronological age for the boy delinquent group is 14 years and the mean mental age is only 10.6 years. The mean mental age lags behind the mean chronological age about 3.4 years.
The facts in this study seem to indicate that there is a very close relation between delinquency and mental deficiency, but this does not mean necessarily that mental deficiency is the only cause of delinquency.
